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A Letter from the Director
2015: A Year of Growth

As you will see the Olathe Public Library experienced growth in various ways throughout
2015. Behind the statistical increases there are the stories that give us more information
about the people and activities that paint many pictures.
First, I would have to mention growth in partnerships as exemplified by working with the
local Sertoma Club for the installation of a looping system that enhances sound for those
wearing the latest in hearing aids or having cochlear implants. Indian Creek Library’s
meeting room is one of the few places in Johnson County with this attribute. Next I would
have to mention the energizing and uplifting summer lunch program offered at the
Downtown Library last summer that gave the library another way to serve the community.
Lunchtime brought children in for free nutritious meals provided by Harvesters. Fall
brought a generous grant that enabled the library to convene local organizations together
to foster an array of events to honor Hispanic Heritage Month.
Growth was also seen via the fifteenth anniversary of Indian Creek Library which has
served more people that ever imagined in its quick fifteen years of service. It was even
time to replace earlier furnishings with new comfortable seating for both children and
adults. The Downtown Library also replaced adult tables, chairs and shelves with more
flexible and movable furnishings.
Growth in customer satisfaction via the city’s DirectionFinder survey was also revealed for
2015. Hats off to those citizens who took the time to respond to the survey and
congratulations to the library staff for their tremendous efforts to welcome and assist all
who visit Olathe’s libraries!
And lastly, growth was truly recognized by the City of Olathe who set out on the path of
expansion planning for both library locations. By the end of the year, the city was ready to
work with nationally known planners and architects to plot the best path to enlarging both
Downtown and Indian Creek.
Emily Baker
Director

A Typical Day in 2015 at the
Olathe Public Libraries
1,600 visitors
3,235 items checked out
569 questions answered
16 new library cards issued
271 computer sessions
1,108 website visits
& multiple programs — for adults, teens,
and children

Indian Creek
Celebrates
15 Years
The Olathe Indian Creek Library celebrated 15 years of public service on
August 7, 2015. When the new branch opened in August of 2000, it was
intended to function as one of four new branches under the proposed Four
Corners Plan. Since then, Indian Creek has become a destination library for
the community. With a population increase of 39% in the last 15 years, the
library has risen to the challenge of serving the community. At less than half
the square footage of Olathe Downtown, Indian Creek welcomed 280,781
customers in 2015 (only 3% less than Olathe Downtown) and circulated
827,273 items (13% more than Olathe Downtown).
2015 brought much needed upgrades to the furniture, parking lot and soffits.
In 2016, the Olathe Public Library will be working on much needed expansion
plans for both Olathe Indian Creek and Olathe Downtown.

Customer Satisfaction
Reaches All-time High
Since 2000, the city of Olathe has conducted a satisfaction survey of
its residents. In 2015, the library, along with the city, received its
highest rankings to date. There were notable increases in satisfaction
for all six library services that were rated in the past year: the overall
helpfulness of library staff, the overall quality of libraries, the overall
quality of available materials and the quality and quantity of programs
for children, adults, and for teens.

Library Wins $10,000 Grant from
the NEH and ALA
The Olathe Public Library was selected to receive a competitive Latino
Americans: 500 Years of History Grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and the American Library Association (ALA). Only 55
organizations nationwide received the $10,000 grant. Throughout Hispanic
Heritage Month (Sept. 15 – Oct. 15), the library partnered with local
organizations to present a number of events, including a discussion of the city’s
historic links to Mexico via the Santa Fe Trail; a presentation on Latinos who
helped build the railroads that crisscross Olathe; scholarled viewing of the
documentary film, Latino Americans, created for PBS by the WETA public
television station; a talk about how U.S. economic policies drive immigration; a
visit from Sonia Nazario, author of Enrique’s Journey; and music and dance from
local Latino artists Maria the Mexican, Enrique Chi (of Making Movies Band),
Trio Atzlan Live, El Grupo Folklorico Atotonilco and others.

Play video

Library and
Harvesters Partner
to Provide Summer
Lunches
During the summer (June
1 through August 7), the
library partnered with
Harvesters Food Network
to host Meet and Eat.
Funded through grants
and donations,
this program fills the gap
left when schoolprovided
free lunches stop for the
summer. 1,133 kids (18
and under) dined at the
library through the
program. Library staff
served the meals along
with teen volunteers who
worked nearly 193 hours
on the project.
Staff member, Jessica Humphrey, prepares
drinks during a Meet and Eat Program.

Hearing Loop Expands
Accessibility for Deaf and
Hard of Hearing
The Olathe Public Library Foundation, in partnership with
the Lenexa Sertoma Club, unveiled a hearing loop system
for the large meeting room at Indian Creek. The system
delivers customized sound to listeners with hearing aids
or cochlear implants via a magnetic, wireless signal.
Library programs and public meetings can utilize the
hearing loop as they have need.

Indian Creek Manager,
Bob Miller and Sertoma
President, David Johnson
celebrate the hearing
loop installation.

Volunteers
In 2015, individual volunteers
increased their commitments to the
library by more than 18%, with each
of our 509 volunteers working an
average of 24.3 hours during the
year. A total of 12,384 hours were
completed, an increase of 3% over
last year.
The library awarded two Nancy
Quinlisk Chandler awards
to dedicated volunteers, Earlene
Smith and Bill McIntosh for their
dedicated and unselfish service to
the library in the same spirit of
longtime volunteer, Nancy.

Above: Earlene Smith alphabetizes
DVDs at Olathe Downtown.
Below: Bill McIntosh shelves holds at
Indian Creek.

OPL Friends

The Friends of the library
sold out its annual
Novel Tea for the fourth
year in a row. This year’s
theme, "A Stitch in Time,"
featured Terence O'Malley,
author of Nelly Don: A
Stitch in Time. Attendees
also enjoyed a special
Nelly Don fashion show.
The Friends were once
again able to award two
Curtis Gilmore Memorial
Scholarships to graduating
volunteers, Emma Clark
and Michael Hund.

Above: Terence O'Malley poses with models
wearing Nelly Don dresses. Below: Friends
President Colette McGee with scholarship winners
Emma Clark and Michael Hund.

Friends of the Library Financial Summary

OPL Foundation

The Olathe Public Library Foundation hosted the annual "A Taste of
Literacy" Dinner with a presentation from KCUR’s Fish Fry host and
Charlie Parker biographer, Chuck Haddix. The Olathe East High
School Jazz Band performed. The foundation presented $17,700 in
grants to the library to help fund new technology, a Makerspace at the
downtown library, ukuleles for checkout and the summer reading
programs for children and teens.

Above: Staff member, Steve Nielsen, receives a check to fund the
Makerspace from Foundation members Gregg Herbert and Cliff Tatham.

OPL Foundation Financial Summary
Summary of 2015 Fund Activity
for the Period January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015

OPL Financials
For Year Ended December 31, 2015

